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Social Justice: Inclusive Classrooms

by Cynthia Louie, Administrative Coordinator

As part of Synergy’s mission to
nurture the growth of our students
in a diverse and inclusive
community, we have always
focused on social justice. Our work
in the past has included a Strategic
Plan to Increase Racial Diversity
and Enhance Community, as well
as staff trainings in implicit bias
and gender bias. Teachers began
the school year with a continued
focus on their teaching practice as
it relates to social justice. Their
work began last year with a self-
study on creating inclusive
classrooms.

The inquiry, developed by
nationally recognized diversity

“Some of the questions they asked themselves were how their teaching demonstrates the

values of social justice, what data or evidence could be collected, and what areas of challenge

remain.”

Synergy Times | Winter 2020

consultant Rosetta Lee, looked at
how teachers weave social justice in
their classrooms and curriculum.
Some of the questions they asked
themselves were how their teaching
demonstrates the values of social
justice, what data or evidence could
be collected, and what areas of
challenge remain. Specific lines of
inquiry included, but were not
limited to, the following:

Do you see me?

Are there representations of my
students on the walls of the
classroom?

Are multiple perspectives represented

in my teaching?
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Do I share my personal story with my
students and create opportunities for
students to share their stories, if they
choose?

Do I notice and affirm my students in
and outside the classroom?

Do I demonstrate care in getting to
know my students and their families?

Do you hear me?

Are students asked to share prior
knowledge and experience?

Do I seek and respond to student
feedback?

Does my curriculum include student
choice?

Do I offer clear and high expectations?

Do I offer consistent and predictable
assessments?

Staff shared their self-reflections at
the end of the school year and talked
about next steps, including getting
more feedback from our students and
having courageous conversations
about bias, entitlement, gender, and
race. We affirmed our commitment to
this ongoing work.

Professional Development

This past summer Carolyn Kruse,
Kinne Chapin, Rita Franklin, and
Sandy Barra attended Columbia
University’s Teachers College for the
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Lucy Calkins Writing Project.
Each came away with new
insights, skills, and valuable lesson
plans. Carolyn called it, “the most
inspiring, professional
development I've ever taken.”

Ebony Manion, Jessica Raygoza,
and Liz McDonald attended the
Progressive Education Network
Conference in Minneapolis in
October, which focused on
education in a democracy. Among
the noted speakers were Paul
Gorski, founder of Equity Literacy
Institute, and award-winning
author Dr. Bettina L. Love.

Rita Franklin also recently
returned from the National Black
Child Development Institute
Conference in Chicago, focused on
critical issues impacting black
children and their families.

Sam Heminger and Kim
McClain connected with other
Orff music teachers and
exchanged ideas at the Annual
Orff-Schulwerk Conference in Salt
Lake City, Utah in November.

Ali Felman, Carolyn Kruse, Jana
Barber, Jessica Raygoza, Rea
Inglesis, Rita Franklin, and Tanya
Baker attended the 19th Annual

Teaching for Social Justice
Conference at John O’Connell High
School in late October. Dr. Bettina
Love was the keynote speaker.

Susanne DeRisi attended the
November 2019 AASL (American
Association of School Librarians)
conference in Louisville, Kentucky.
The conference focused on common
values of the school librarian
profession such as research, literacy,
advocacy, and diversity. Susanne
came away empowered with new
ideas and resources to strengthen
and diversify her teaching.

Jeff McMahan attended the
National Science Teaching
Association Conference in Seattle,
Washington, in December. He
reconnected with teachers from his
Masters program.

Upcoming Professional
Development

Bay Area Writers Workshop - Voice,
Identity, Access and Equity (April)
White Privilege Conference -
Understanding, Respecting,
Connecting (April) co
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6th Grade Class at the SF-Marin Food Bank

The SF-Marin Food Bank

By the 6th Grade Class

As we enter the building warehouse,
we pass shelves of boxes of food. There
is a different smell for every aisle we
pass. When the tour starts, our guide
tells us a bit about the food bank.

“Can anyone guess how many pounds
of food we deliver each year?” he asks
with a smile. Some of us call out
numbers- forty thousand, one

hundred thousand, one million.

“No, no, and no. It is actually forty-
eight million pounds per year, and we
spend day and night delivering it. Can
anyone guess who the food is for?”

“Homeless people?” someone in the
crowd asks.

“Actually, that’s only about 15% of the
people we serve. Did you know that
one in every five people in San
Francisco is food insecure? And that
is a big percentage of our big city,” he
says seriously.

“And most of the people that package
our food are volunteers like you!
There are only about ten days in a
year where we do not get any
volunteers. Thank you so much.” His
smile gets wider.
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After answering a few
questions, we walk on. We pass a
wide variety of foods, including
squash and potatoes. We did not
see as much canned food as we
expected. When we ask him
about it, he explains that,
contrary to popular belief, not all
of the food they serve is canned.
In fact, alot of it is fresh fruit. We
stop in the back of the warehouse
and he explains guidelines, how
to get to the bathroom, and what
we will be doing.

“For the hour and forty-five
minutes you will be here, you will
all be working in the rice room,
packaging white rice,” he says.
When we walk in, we are asked
to put on hair nets. Some of us
giggle at trying to slip them over
our hair, and we all laugh at the
beard nets some adults have to
wear. There are many tables, and
on each table are two rows of
machines and buckets of rice.
Our guide shows us that there
are three stations per row. The
first station is putting rice into
smaller bags, and trying to

estimate a pound. The next person
measures it on a weight, then adds
or takes away rice to make it exactly
one pound. The last person seals the
bag, puts a sticker on it, and packs it
away neatly in a box. Once the box
has 15 bags, you give the box to a
worker who seals it. We all got to
our stations and got to work.

Once some 1980’s music goes on,
some of us cannot stop tapping our
feet. Sure enough, once Queen
music comes on, a few people start
singing along. By the end, everyone
is talking about how fun it was, how
good it feels to help our community,
and to know that people in need will
soon be receiving food.

Our guide announces that, in the
hour and forty five minutes, we
produced 2,940 pounds of white
rice! After a bus trip back, we reflect
on the memories and hope to come
again. co
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by Jesse Kitses, Synergy Teacher and Parent

Collecting 50 milk cartons, cutting
paper mache strips, taking trips to
SCRAP & sharing pictures of past
projects — the build up to the
biennial Sun Room Global Village
Project may be the most exciting
part.

Global Village, formally
“Sunville” from over a decade ago,
is a group based exploration of five
specific places in the world from
five different continents. This year,
we studied Northern Territory,
Australia; Phuket, Thailand;
Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico;
Amazon Rainforest, Brazil; and
Togo, Africa. The process involves
lots of hot glue, acrylic paint, and
salty dough which becomes a
smaller version of a second or
third grader—it creates many
opportunities to engross one’s self
in social studies in a memorable
and arguably unconventional way.

Group work, or ‘Synergy’ if you
will, is truly the essence of the
project. From the teachers’
rearranging the classroom to fit
the project, to each group’s
planning out of their respective
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section with color coded squares,
to researching & designing poster
boards, not to mention
researching and creating famous
monuments from each section,
there are lots of opportunities to
agree, disagree and compromise
on a decision.

We support students to work in
groups by using the GROUPS
acronym- the G stands for GET
ALONG, the Ris to RESPECT
ONE ANOTHER, the O stands for
ON-TASK, the U is USE QUIET
VOICES, the P is PARTICIPATE
and lastly, and probably the
hardest, the S encourages kids to
STAY IN THEIR GROUP. These
guidelines are helpful, but with
the biggest classroom in the

school, it was a challenge... a fun
one at that!

During the project, we use
technology to virtually visit each
location, and sample snacks from
the natural resources of each
section. At the end of the project,
we celebrate students’ hard work
by inviting neighboring
classrooms and our parent
community to visit and learn
about our studies, which really ties
the 8 week unit together.

As aparent, I have enjoyed the
creative work and projects that
come home from Synergy & Buen
Dia, my younger child Olive’s pre-
school. The challenge is where to
keep and IF to keep it,
respectively.

“The process... creates many

opportunities to engross one’s self

in social studies in a memorable

and arguably unconventional way.”
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Despite the planning and work
spent on the creation of Global
Village, I am motivated to
continue this Synergy tradition,
when former Sun Room students
stop by to see the project.

“I still have my person from the
Thailand group on my desk.”- 7th
grader

“My Earthen Castle from Togo is
in my room.”- 5th grader

“Uluru lives in our house still!”-
7th grader

(Yes, we raffle off the large
monuments at the end of the
project for kids to take home.)

Testimonials like these and
hearing their memories make it all
worthwhile. It’s easy to say that
now as we’ve finished Global
Village. Let’s see how we feel in
2021 when we start asking for your
rinsed out almond milk cartons
again.co
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Read the Synergy Times

Online

New articles published monthly.

Be sure to subscribe.

Visit:
synergytimes.wordpress.com

SAVE THE DATE

MAD SCIENCE

SYNERGY SCHOOL BENEFIT

Saturday, March 7th, 2020
6:30-11:00 PM

SOMArts Cultural Center

Online Auction
February 28 - March 8

www.biddingforgood.com/
synergy/madscience

Congratulations!
Class of 2019

Last year’s eighth grade class
was accepted to a wide range of
public, parochial, charter and
independent high schools:

Abington Friends School
Drew School
ICA Cristo Rey Academy
Jewish Community High School
of the Bay
Junipero Serra High School
Lowell High School
Mercy High School
Ruth Asawa San Francisco
School of the Arts
Sacred Heart Cathedral
Preparatory
St. Ignatius College Preparatory

Class of 2015

Our 2015 alumni matriculated
to the following schools:

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Comillas Pontifical University
Northeastern University
San Diego State
San Jose State
Scripps College
Seattle University
Skyline College
The University of British
Columbia
UC Berkeley
UC Santa Barbara
University of Illinois
University of Puget Sound
University of San Diego
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Author Visit: Sarah and Ian Hoffman

By Kelly White, Synerqy Parent for the Diversity & Inclusion Committee

Have you read Jacob’s New Dress?
or Jacob’s Room To Choose? If not,
you should. Jacob’s New Dress tells a
story about Jacob, a boy who loves
wearing dresses. Despite a
formidable bully, Jacob doesn’t
waver in his gender expression, and
stays true to who he is—a joyful boy
in a beautiful dress.

Jacob’s Room To Choose addresses
issues that gender non-conforming
children face when using public
bathrooms. Jacob, who has long hair
and wears a dress, and his friend,
who’s a girl with short hair and likes
“boy clothes,” get harassed in their
respective bathrooms at school.
Their kindergarten teacher uses the
incidents as an opportunity to show
the class how to make room for
everybody to use whatever
bathroom they choose.

The books are great, and they are
written by local authors Sarah and
Ian Hoffman. Synergy students were
lucky to meet the Hoffmans during
an author visit, which was organized
jointly by the Library and the
Diversity Committee. Sarah and Ian
began their visit by reading and
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chatting with students in grades
4/5, went on to share lunch with
members of the LGBTQ Student
Alliance, and then wrapped up
their afternoon with the students
in K-3.

To begin the presentations,
Synergy librarian, Susanne DeRisi,
introduced Sarah and Ian to the
students. She explained how one of
the agreements at Synergy,
“Keeping a safe space, without
prejudices, for everyone’s body and
feelings,” can be challenging, but is
so worthwhile. This agreement is
one of the things that makes
Synergy such a special place.
Susanne and the authors hoped
that by reading and discussing the
books, everyone would learn more
about ways to keep a safe space for
each other.

In both the 4/5 and K-3
presentations, Sarah acknowledged
that it was rare for her and Ian to
come to a school that was so ready
to talk about including all kids. She
and Ian went on to explain jointly,

with the aid of a visual
presentation, about experiences
they’d had, raising their son, Sam.
They said that when Sam was 2
years old, he really loved dinosaurs,

construction sites, and other things
that are stereotypically considered
“boy things.” But one day, they took
him to buy new sneakers, and when
they offered Sam a choice between
red sneakers and blue sneakers,
Sam announced he wanted pink
ones. Ian said he double-checked
whether Sam really wanted pink, in
part because he wasn’t sure if Sam
really knew his colors. And then he
asked the students to guess why
else he had hesitated to buy Sam
pink shoes. In both presentations,
students answered easily that they
thought maybe Ian thought pink
was a stereotypical color for girls,
and not for his boy, Sam. Sarah and
Ian went on to explain that
although they were supportive of
Sam’s pink sneakers, Sam’s
preschool teacher didn’t approve.
And that was the first instance
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Synergy Board of Trustees

Steering Committee
Amy Firman
Cynthia Louie
Jesse Kitses
Rea Inglesis
Russ Curtis
Tammy Damon
Tanya Baker

Trustees
Ali Felman
Alisa Clayton
Annie Aguirre
Arash Anoshiravani
Aya Van Zandt
Brian Lutz
Carolyn Kruse
Cat Gratz
Dan Gelfand
Dan Rangel
Darya Mead
Dominic Altieri
Ebony Manion
Elena Valle
Heather Lubeck
James Howe
Jana Barber
Jeff McMahan
Jessica Raygoza
Jill Goffstein Stocks
Josh Polsky
Karen Coopman
Katherine Czesak
Kevin Hussey
Kim McClain
Liz McDonald
Matthew Runeare
Melvin Smith
Michael Magnuson
Myriam Urias
Pam Heyda
Rita Franklin
Russ Messing, Emeritus
Sandy Barra
Scott Armstrong
Shelley Curran
Steven Stein
Sumi Paik
Susanne DeRisi
Victoria Mauleon
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where Sam’s being a “pink boy,”
Sarah’s coined phrase for the male
equivalent of “tomboy,” began to
prove challenging.

Sam grew to really love pink,
sparkles, and Disney princesses. As a
preschooler, he dressed as a pink
fairy with gossamer wings to go
trick-or-treating. At school Sam was
always in the dress-up princess
costumes and tutus, and eventually,
he wanted a dress that he could wear
for real, to school and out in the
world. Sarah and Ian knew that
other kids would make fun of him at
school because they were so fixed in
their gender ideas, but it was much
more important to Sam to wear the
dress than to worry about ridicule,
so he got the dress and wore it every
day.

While Sam loved his long hair and
dresses, he also adored dinosaurs,
pirates, and battle axes. By eight
years old, Sam was very interested in
LEGO, Dungeons & Dragons, Magic
The Gathering, math, Pokémon, and
opera. Sam is now 17, and identifies
and presents as a boy. He and his
family firmly still believe in his
expressing his true self.
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The Hoffman’s began to connect
with other parents similar to Sam via
email to support each other. They
learned that parents of children like
Sam always asked the same three
questions: (1) Is your family
supportive of Sam? (2) Is Sam’s
school supportive of Sam? and (3)
How is the school handling the
bathroom?

The first two questions are what
inspired Sarah and Ian to
write Jacob’s New Dress. This third
question is what prompted their
second book, Jacob’s Room To
Choose.

Sarah and Ian reminded the
students that by being yourself, and
being true to yourself, you can help
change the world. Hearing the
students’ comments and questions, I
have no doubt that Synergy students
are already helping to change the
world.co
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Snergy -A Sch_ool Tht Knows You

By Jessica Mass, Alumni Parent & Former Trustee

I am sure Synergy teachers deal
with this a lot. Teacher parents! I
am a teacher, so when Ezra started
here, I was a little anxious.

Is this the right thing to do? Will
it work for him? What if he has
learning differences that we don’t
know about? But at our first
curriculum night, a parent asked
about expectations for reading
growth—how much growth do you
expect in a year? Tanya won me
over in a second—“A year’s growth
from wherever they are.”

And that was it. I knew that this
is a school that really does see each
kid for who they are. Each kid has
their own time table. And I could
breathe again.

Education, and a school that sees
who you are—that knows you—
unfortunately for all of us, that’s a
privilege not everyone lucks into.
And that’s what privilege is—it is
just luck.

Each of you has had the privilege
to be reminded of your value and
your voice. From day one, each of
you was apprenticed into
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understanding how to use that
voice—that sense of agency—to
figure out what you think, to say
what you think, to connect with
others, to decide if and when you
want to drink tea, to ask questions,
and respectfully question
authority at the dinner table, in
the classroom, on the hard yard
and on stage. But having this as
such an intentional part of your
education is a privilege not
everyone gets.

Use that privilege, use it to open
the door for someone else, and
then—get out of the way. Because
part of your responsibility is to
learn from voices that are not
yours, voices that have had
different experiences and
opinions.

And in your years at Synergy,
you’ve also had the great fortune to
develop the kinds of friendships
that have extended your family
and ours.

Because your friends are the

people who let you change—even
during those years when your taste

in music goes down hill and you
get a tattoo that will ultimately
embarrass you for years.

Your friends are the people who
let you change. They are the
people who ask you questions—
out of curiosity, not judgment
(mostly). These friends—this
community of learners, thinkers,
artists, musicians, writers, chefs,
engineers, actors and athletes —
you have let each other become.
Keep listening to each other. Keep
becoming.

And class of 2019, use your
agency to keep an eye out for each
other because “unconscious
people do not want tea.”

Congratulations. co

Jessica delivered this speech at
Graduation on June 1, 2019
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Gifts to the Synergy Annual Fund

We are grateful for the generosity of our donors who helped to raise

Thank you for your support. $330,886 for the Synergy Annual Fund in 2018-19. Our Board
participation in the Annual Fund was 100%, and Synergy families’
participation was 95%.

Ways to Give to Synergy School

Synergy School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Donations are accepted in the following ways:

Mail your donation to: Donate online or download a pledge Many employers have a matching gift

Development Office card at www.synergyschool.org/giving program that allows an employee’s gift

Gifts of ated it gladl to be matched by 1:1. Ask your employer
ifts of appreciated securities are gla
Sy S lnot] o . . . about their matching gift guidelines.
accepted. For more information, please

contact Liz McDonald at 415 567-6177 For more information about including
Synergy School in your estate plans,

1387 Valencia St
San Francisco, CA 94110 .
or liz@synergyschool.org
please contact Liz McDonald.
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Gifts to the Annual Fund

Board of Trustees

Annie and Diego Aguirre

Dominic Altieri

Arash Anoshiravani and Jinoos Yazdany
Scott Armstrong and Tara Abrahamovich
Tanya Baker

Jana Barber

Sandy Barra and Pete Dardis
Rebekah Cantor

Kinne Chapin

Karen Coopman and Deszon Claiborne
Katherine and Jeff Cross

Russell Curtis and Mark Russell
Katherine Czesak

Tammy Damon and Elena Dillon
Susanne and Joseph DeRisi

Ali Felman

John and Amy Firman

Rita Franklin

Daniel Gelfand and Nicole Avril

Jill Goffstein Stocks

Cat Gratz and Tim Barritt

Bonnie Harrison and Shelley Curran
Pamela Heyda

Christine and James Howe

Rea Inglesis

Jesse and Jasmine Kitses

Carolyn Kruse

Richard Lawler and Eliza Robertson
Cynthia Louie and Frni Beyer

Brian Lutz and Leah Khaghani
Michael Magnuson and Rachel Heit
Ebony and Raymond Manion
Jessica Mass and Jackie Adams
Meegan Massagli and Kevin Hussey
Victoria Mauleon and Lars Nylander
Kim McClain

Elizabeth McDonald

Jeff McMahan

Darya Mead and Douglas Crawford
Russ Messing and Arlene Naschke
Sumi Paik and Alejandro Gutierrez
Dan and Kim Rangel

Jessica Raygoza

Melvin and Sonya Smith

Josh Polsky and Jackie Sung
Myriam Urias

Aya and Ansel Van Zandt

Jason Yurasek

Parents

Marco Ambron and Gabriella Yates
Emily Bagshaw

Alexandra Blum and Calixto Robles

Lee and Chris Blumenberg

Lydia Bransten

Tracy Burt and Rosaura Camacho- Olguin
Vince Cannon
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Krista Carleson

Pia Chatterjee and Arvind Nithrakashyap
Phyllis Chen and Darren Machule
Alisa Clayton’78 and Darrick Clayton
Susa Coffey and Caroline Hill

Staci Collins

Yelena and Clinton Cope

Ruthie Cosey

Danny Coward and Bill Blum
Spencer and Keeley Creasey

Karen and Mark Curtiss

Kim DaRosa

Catherine and Christian Dauer
Desiree De Lara and David Keane
Jennifer Durrant and Piers Haken
Lissa Soep and Chas Edwards
Suzanne Esser and Claudia Pereira
Noreen Farrell and Michael Orr
Naomi Fiss and Karl Horton

Helen and Justin Fraser

Jennifer Garrido and Joshua Duthie
Carla Gomez and Sandy Feinland
Matt Harris and Antonia Mancini
Dilek and Amac Herdagdelen

Julie Houghton and Kaori Ogino
Allison Hyde and Miguel Rosales
Lindsay and Matthew Irving

John Jemerin

Joanne and Brian Jennings

Emily Katzif and Jared Fix

Bob Kelley and Rudy de Leon

Julia and David King

Susie Klein

Kaska and Marcin Kowanetz

Galen Krumel and Lessley Anderson
Kim and Max Krummel

Ruth Kurz and Haggai Levi

Bianca Lansdown

Barbara and Javier Lara

Raquel and Jesse Ledesma

Leigh and Michael Lehman

Margo Levi and Lynne Philpott
May Lim and Cliff Frey

Derek Lindner

Adam Lippard and Michael Burton
Anna Marie Livesey and Shani Simpson
Heather Lubeck and Chad Gorman
Jessica Lutes and Alan Lyons

Victor Madrigal and Gloria Ceron
Reino Makkonen and Julie Kirschbaum
Kim McChane

Jill McInerney and Julian Gross
Yvonne and Ian Milham

Anna Mills and Samuel Mireles
Joseph Miota and Willow Hagge
Stephen Moore and Scott Rubin
Allison Muir and Jack Matthew
Tandia O’Neal

Keisha Perkins
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Vera Petkova and Lubomir Hristov
Simone Pia and Teale Rhodes

Katy and Alex Plant

Carina and Ilya Polyakov

Jared Ravetch and Kayo Sugawara

Lisa Reyes

Diane Robbins

Anne Rosenthal and Maggie Jones
Patty Royall and Dan Nakamura
Matthew Runeare and Kai Haley
Urmimala Sarkar and Theodore Omachi
Samantha Schaadt and Stuart Fitzgerald
Seth Schulte and Mia Quagliarello

Paul Schumer

Jeannette Shereda and Matt Frantz
Catherine Singstad and Seth Dickerman
Belis and Jonathan Sly

Andrew Stadler and Lyda Cort

Dustyne Sutherland and Iain Baker

Mie Svane

Mikkel Svane

Jessica Sweedler and Chris Colwick
Evonne Thong and Lamont Hernandez
Candice and Russell Tillitt

Kristy Troup and David Hoare

Ali and Helena True

Elena and Humberto Valle

Sarah Veeser and Armando Sanchez
LaNeisha Washington and William Glaser
Kelly White and Marc Cousineau

Nova Wilson’87 and Elsu Martin

Paola Wilson

Danielle and Robert Wrixon

Maria Young’87

Vera Zaskodna and Adam Jany

Churyl Zeviar and Kevin Likens

Yan Ling Zou and Martin Llamas

Grandparents

Emilia and Bill Abrahamovich
Ruta Allen

Jeri and Nathaniel Clayton
Karen and Clyde Blackmon
Alison DaRosa and Jim Miller
Ruth and Dr.William DeRisi
Susan and Jim Duthie

‘Wanda and Bob Firman
Leslie and Michael Fisher
Wilma and Arthur Gelfand
Patty and Cyrus Hagge

Sue Hill

Sarah and Bob Howald

Agnes and Michael Johnson
Dale Katzif

Rachel Kline and Jonathan Widdicombe
Susan Krist

Dennis Lantern

Jane Levi
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Robert Lewis

Alvin Lipsetz

Linda Lyons

Carol and David Magnuson
Catherine and Don Massagli
Dale McInerny

Liz Meryman

Rebecca Miller and Leo Mize
Eleanor and Tony Mireles
Louise and William Nakamura
Marcia and Rod Omachi
Debbie and Jose Padilla
Linda and Bill Rhodes
Norman and Judy Soep
Vicki and Lyle Speace

Linda and James Troup

Alumni and Alumni Parents
Jane A’Hearn and Jeff Moroso

Janet Arnesty and John Good
Marilyn Bancel and Rik Myslewski
Sara Bartholomew and Peter Good
Carol and Michael Blecker

Staci Boden ’80 and Alex Gologorsky
Laura Cashion and Michael Hunter
Susan Caston

Ronan and Patty Dunlop

David Emanuel and Maria Wamsley
Krista Farey and Vishwanath Lingappa
Julie Graham and Candace Thille
Estella Habal and Hilton Obenzinger
Fran Hegeler and Bruce Prescott
Brenda and Andrew Hopewell

Gail Fratar Kessler

Karen Klein and Benjamin Golvin
Abby Lehrman

Paul Linde and Laurie Schultz
Andrew Ma 96

Peggeth Loeb and Jeff Marmer
Alison Kim and Christiane Medina
Renata and Alex Miller

Marta Rangel

Kim Ridinger and Nancy Healey
Saul Rosenfield and Rob Marks

Lois Scott and Bernie Choden

Danya and Con Shegoleff

Alys and Dan Shin

Elizabeth Silver

Shannon Thyne and Christopher Benitez
Julia Ward and Adam Savage
Heather and Edward Taylor ’77
Peter Wiley

Tracy Wong

Helen Wood

Diane Zacher and Howard Gelman

Friends
Anonymous
Toshie Baba
Larry Chazen
Patricia S. Dinner
David Gast
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Steve Grand-Jean
Glenn Greenberg
Noel and Terry Hefty
Beverly Hines

Ellen Joy

Leslee and Lewis Levey
Alan Markle

Mr. John S. Osterweis
John Schulz D.D.S.
Joseph Timonere

Jill and John Walsh
Adelaide Williams
Carolyn Zecca Ferris

Foundation or Corporations
America’s Best Local Charities CCSF

Bright Funds Foundation
Ebay Inc Foundation

Jewish Community Federation Endowment Fund

Kaiser Permanente Foundation

PG&E Corporation

Saint Francis Lutheran Church

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign

In Honor/Memory

Ruta Allen in honor of Sanders Tillitt

Jana Barber in memory of Brenda Yang

Susan Caston in memory of Michael Schweizer
Karen and Clyde Blackmon in honor of Maggie

McChane
Patrcia S. Dinner in honor of Steve Grand-Jean

Susan and Jim Duthie in honor of Jemma Bee Duthie
Bob and Wanda Firman in honor of Baxter Firman
David Gast in honor of Tammy Damon & Elena Dillon

Ellen Joy in honor of Rusty Messing
Dale Katzif in honor of Zoe Jules Fix

Dennis Lanterman in memory of Julie Lanterman

Abby Lehrman in memory of Cheryl Meyer
Alvin Lipsetz in honor of Avery Dauer

Carol & David Magnuson in honor of Leila & Kenan

Magnuson
Kim McClain in honor of Mahala Bundy

Dale McInerney in honor of Kate & Meghan Gross
Jeanne Elise Messing Walsh in memory of Wilma &

Roswell Messing

Arlene Naschke and Russ Messing in memory of
Bud Messing

Leah Moses in honor of Greg & Kathleen Cartine

Noel and Terry Hefty in honor of Dr. Russ Messing

Shani Simpson in memory of Agnes Simpson &
Theresa Pollack

Linda and James Troup in honor of Zander and
Sophia Hoare

Adelaide Williams in honor of Kalin and Kaira
Houghton

Helen Wood in honor of Tammy Damon &
Elena Dillon

Diane Zacher & Howard Gelman in memory of
Eli Golvin-Klein

Carolyn Zecca Ferris in honor of Steve Grand-Jean
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Fund- A- Need

‘We are grateful for the generosity of our donors
who helped to raise $43,900 for the Outdoor
Education Fund- A- Need. With your support we
have purchased new tents and camping gear
towards outdoor field trips. Thank you!

Annie and Diego Aguirre

Arash Anoshiravani and Jinoos Yazdany
Scott Armstrong and Tara Abrahamovich
Lee and Chris Blumenberg

Tracy Burt and Rosaura Camacho-Olguin
Pia Chatterjee and Arvind Nithrakashyap
Phyllis Chen and Darren Machule
Spencer & Keeley Creasey

Karen and Mark Curtiss

Tammy Damon and Elena Dillon
Susanne and Joseph DeRisi

Lissa Soep and Chas Edwards
Noreen Farrell and Michael Orr
John and Amy Firman

Helen & Justin Fraser

Daniel Gelfand and Nicole Avril
Carla Gomez and Sandy Feinland
Cat Gratz and Tim Barritt

Bonnie Harrison and Shelley Curran
Pamela Heyda

James and Christine Howe

Kevin Hussey and Meegan Massagli
Elizabeth Murdock and Paul Cort
Lindsay and Matthew Irving

Joanne and Brian Jennings

Emily Katzif and Jared Fix

Julia and David King

Kaska and Marcin Kowanetz

Raquel & Jesse Ledesma

May Lim and Cliff Frey

Heather Lubeck and Chad Gorman
Jessica Lutes and Alan Lyons

Brian Lutz and Leah Khaghani
Victor Madrigal and Gloria Ceron
Kim McChane

Russ Messing & Arlene Naschke
Yvonne and Ian Milham

Joseph Miota and Willow Hagge
Stephen Moore and Scott Rubin
Allison Muir and Jack Matthew
Tyrisha Neblett and Rafael Frias
Katy and Alex Plant

Patty Royall and Dan Nakamura
Samantha Schaadt and Stuart Fitzgerald
Seth Schulte and Mia Quagliarello
Jeannette Shereda and Matt Frantz
Andrew Stadler and Lyda Cort
Dustyne Sutherland and Iain Baker
Mikkel Svane

Elena and Humberto Valle

Aya and Ansel Van Zandt

Sarah Veeser and Armando Sanchez

Donors who made gifts to the school between
September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019 are listed
in this annual report.
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Mission Statement

Synergy Times is published once ayear ~ Our mission is to nurture the intellectual,
by the Development Office of creative, and emotional potential of every
Synergy School. Feedback and story child in a community dedicated to diversity,

ideas are welcome. inclusion, and social justice.
Editors: Cynthia Louie, Liz McDonald,

and Talia Uribe Synergy School was founded in 1973 and is
Photography: Russ Curtis, Liz McDonald anon-profit educational cooperative,
wherein students, parents, staff, and teachers

Presorted
Standard

US Postage
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Oakland, CA

cooperate together to further a rewarding
education for each child. We are a vibrant,
diverse community with 192 students in
transitional kindergarten through eighth
grade located in San Francisco’s Mission
District.

Synergy Annual Fund Every Gift Counts

The Annual Fund helps to bridge Every gift counts. Donate online at
- the gap between tuition and the www.synergyschool.org/giving

W actual cost of educating a student at
Synergy School for a full year.
The support we receive from our
community of parents, friends,

alumni and grandparents helps

If you have any questions about
donations, please contact Liz
McDonald, Director of
Development, at
liz@synergyschool.org.

Synergy to maintain the strength of
our program while keeping our Thank you for your

tuition affordable and offering
financial aid to at least a third of

our community.

support!



mailto:liz@synergyschool.org
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